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Wiggins and McTighe’s Reading Reflection
Basic understanding of their theory
The basic understanding of Wiggins and McTighe’s theory is that contrary to the traditional curriculum design, teachers should try to use the backward design. This design, according to the authors, involves the teachers looking and determining the curriculum based on the classroom outcomes. This approach enables the teachers to choose activities and learning materials that are able to help learners foster their learning as well as enhance their capabilities.
What profession do they compare teaching to?
Wiggins and McTighe compare teaching with other professions like architecture, engineering, and graphic arts, in which they claim that teachers must also consider their audiences when designing the curriculum. The authors believe that the same way professionals in these fields are client-centered; teachers should also be student-centered.
Why form follows function again?
The “form” follows “function” in Wiggins and McTighe’s theory because it offers a means to understand and present the design unit succinctly. The “function,” however, provides a guide to the designing process.
What are the twin sins of traditional design?
The twin sins of traditional design refer to the “two kinds of purposelessness” in the educational design that have been used from kindergarten to graduate schools (p. 16). These two kinds of purposelessness include the error of activity-oriented design, which the authors describe as “hands-on without being minds-on,” and the other is what they call “coverage (p. 16).” Coverage is a widely used concept where learners try to march through the textbook in an attempt to go through all the factual material within a given time.
What is the definition of design?
To design is to make a plan that shows the outlook and objectives of learning before it is actually implemented.
Who is John Dewey?
John Dewey was a renowned American philosopher and educational reformer whose ideas have been very influential in education. Wiggins and McTighe employ some of his ideas from his text How we Think in explaining the concept of understanding the result of facts for learners to acquire meaning.
Why is assessing understanding so difficult?
Wiggins and McTighe explain that assessing understanding is difficult because of the misunderstanding as well as naïve conviction that are associated with these misconceptions. As such, the authors assert that educators must design assessments in consideration of the need for conceptual benchmarks as well as performance abilities. The authors believe that misconceptions and misunderstanding come from the wrong way assessments are designed.
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